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| POLOGIES for prini- 
ing Sermons now-a-Days 
=| (/ence there are ſo many 
I good ones already publiſhed) 
are, perhaps, not more common than ne- 
ceſſary ; and had it not been for my own 


Vindication, the following Sheets ſhould 
never have been made publick, but have 
remained in that Obſcurity, which I 
ever thought they had a more juſt T ithe 
to; but after having preached the Two 
firſt in Twelve ſeveral Places, and 
N; 


2 5 # yy 


| Pow oo =. 74c.65 5: 
| _ T hree different Dioceſes, they were 
ä ſo vilely miſrepreſented in the laſt 
Place that I preached them (although 
they had met with a different Tate in 

all the other) that it would have been 

a 75 Imputation upon my Character 
and ſacred Function, not to convince 

the World, that there avas no Reaſon 

to take Offence, where there was none 
given. My Buſineſs, as a Goſpel- 
Preacher, and a Miniſter of Jeſus 

Chriſt, was to endeavour, as much as 

in me lay, to reform a guilty World, to 
Warn the Sinners of their wicked Ways, 

and to denounce God's Vengeance againſt 
ſuch flaming Impieties, as ſeemed to cry 
aloud for his vindiftive Wrath, and 
demand his Puniſhment : This I have 
done in general Propoſitions, and Terms 
as pad”; of as the Nature of the Sub- 
ject would admit of; and if any con- 
ſcious Offender aui] particularly apply 
aht I have ſaid at large, I have no- 
thing to ſay further to that, than * | 
Ok my 


- PREFACE. 
tily to wiſh and pray, that his Ange 
may work in him a Repentance, not to 


"Þ # repented of. 


But I am ſenſible I ought to as the 
Reader's Pardon for keeping him thus 
long in Suſpence. He muſt Rnoaw then, 
That having an Opportunity of ſerving 
my worthy Friend Dr. Macro, Mini- 
ſter of Yarmouth, on Sunday the 19th 
of September Jaſt, the Duty of the Day 
carried me to St. Nicholas's Church 
in the Forenoon, and to St. Georges 
Chapel in the Afternoon. I thought 
I had diſcharged my Duty faithfully - 
and conſcientiouſly, with Rewverence 
and due Decorum ; and as to my 
SERMONS, I was not much ſolli- 
citous about them, knowing they had 
ſtood the Teſt of ſeveral Congregations 
before, and were never, as yet, found 
fault with : But, to my great Surprize, 
the Tueſday following, I was alarmed 
with an Account of my having given 
great 


us 


great Offence to a CERTAIN YER. 
SON of great Power in the Town ; 
| that he had ſummoned ſome of his 
| Brethren together; had ſent for the | 
Clergy that awere then in Town, made 
a virulent Speech againſt my Sermons, 
and ſent me Word by one of the Clergy- 
men, that I ſhould never come into the 
Pulpit again. As to his T hreatnings, 
I little regarded them, well knowing 
it was not in his Power to hinder me; 
but, I muſt confeſs, I was a little at a 
Loſs to know what was the Reaſon of 
this GREAT MAN's Anger: Up- 
on which, I ſent for ſome of my Friends, 
and, upon a diligent Peruſal of all that 
I had preached, awe found, indeed, 
ſome warm Expreſſions againſt the cry- 
ing Vices of the Age, at the latter End 
of the Second Sermon, together with | 
ſome ſevere Reflections, that the Pro- 
phet Jeremy had made upon the Jews | 
in his Days. He complained, for In- 
ſtance, That they were as fed Horſes 
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55 
in the Morning; every one NEIGH 
ING after his Neighbour's Wife: But 
| ſerely this could give no Offence to any 
Gentleman of known Chaſtity, and con- 
jugal Fidelity: What is the Complaint 
in general of Luxury and Extravagance, 
e Vanity and Pride, of IIl- Nature and 
> | Detraction, of Slander and Calumny, 
to any Perſon that is noted for the 
Prattiſe of the oppoſite Vertues  T he 
Character of a good Man, Every-body 
| knows to be too awell eſtabliſhed not to 
bear the Repetition of ſo general an 
Accuſation as this: Whoever is remark- 
able for a ſingular Humility ſcarce to 
be met with in others, for a kind and 
affable Behaviour, an y and unde» 
ſigning Integrity: They that are above 
the little Artifices of Treachery and 
Fraud, that are plain and open in their 
Dealings, and regard nothing ſo htth 
as their own Intereſt ; T hey that never 
mean themſelves, but do Good merely 
er the Sake of doing ſo: Such Perſons 
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ee 
as theſe are, could not poſſibly be . 
fended; and if they were otheraviſe, 
their Anger is eaſily to be accounted 
for ; not that from the Anger of Peo- 
ple I would, in any meaſure, immedi= | 
ately infer their Guilt ; for I ſhould 
well hope in all Chriſtian Charity, that. 
their unexceptionable Conduct awonld | 
loudly proclaim to the World, their un- 
| ſpotted Innocence and Vertu. 


But let us ſuppoſe, for once, that 
there were a Set of Perſons that might | 
accidentally Hear theſe Diſcourſes, and = 

deere really guilty: We will ſuppoſe the 

fly Adulterer; he skulking Sodomite; 
the treacherous Villain; the incorrigible 

Sot ; the young Extravagant ; and the 

covetous old Churl, to be all preſent 

when theſe Sermons were preached ; 
why ſtill, certainly, tis our Buſineſs to 
tell them of their Crimes, and ther. 
Duties to repent and amend. 


AHAB 


in God, awe ſhall always do. LY 


" "BRED REL 
AHAB, indeed, hated MICAIAH 
the Son of IMLA, becauſe he prophe- 


= fred Evil of him, and not Good; but 
DAVID was not angry with N A- 

THAN, when he came to him in the 
_ twell-known Caſe of BATHSHEBA, 
the Wife of URIAH the HITTITE, 
and told him in expreſs Words, T HOU 


ART THE MAN. Aud if ave fol- 


tow the great Apoſtolical Injunction, awe 
myſt be inftae in Selen, and our of 
Seaſon, and reprove, rebuke, and ex- 


hort with all Authority: This, I truſe 


As to perſonal Reflections, eden upon 


the vote) e ever been induſtrious 
70 avoid 

Nices in general, and leaving the Appli- 
cation to the Sinners themſelves ; T his, 
I am ſure, is, and will ever be, our 

bounden Duty; and thus ave muſt per- 
ſuade Men, if awe have any Regard to 


them; but for condemning of 


— 


the Terrors of the Lord. 


FE: The 


- 


The great Archbiſhop Tillotſon has 
a * Sermon upon the ſame Text with 
the Second of mine, and does Juſtice to 
His lofty Theme, in a Stile and Method 
peculiar to himſelf, and awas. not afraid 
| to preach it to the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, and Court of Aldermen, who 
BY Were 5 far from being offended at it, 
that they requeſted him to print it; and, 
though I am far from comparing any 
thing that I can draw up, with the | 
elaborate Writings of that great Man, 
yet I will be bold to ſay, his Expreſ-— 
ſions are more ſevere than mine againſt 
Nice in general; and, perhaps, had he 
happened (when a private Clergyman) 
to have preached it at YARMOUTH, 
ſome Perſon or other, pretending to an 
Authority they had not, might have 
threatned ro HUMBLE him for it. 
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We 


1 


PREFACE. 


We are accountable to our Dioceſan 


= ( for hat Error S we may be guilty of 


as Clergymen) and not to a Juſtice of - 
Peace; and 'twould be very hard not 


to ſuppoſe us as good Judges of what awe 
compoſe, as our Auditory may be of 


what they cenſure and condemn. 


As to Party Matters (however others 


may miſrepreſent me ) for my Part, T4 : 


declare againſt all Parties, according to 


 ewhat I have laid down in my Second 
Sermon, and ſhall always make it my 


Endeavour to behave myſelf as a 


= Clergyman of the Church of England; 
as a true Friend to the preſent Eſta- 


bliſhment ; and as a loyal Subject ought 


to do. Our Buſineſs is to heal Breaches, 


and unite Diviſions, and, to me, the 
honeſt Men of all Parties are alike. 1 


1 ſpall not therefore take Notice of the ma- 
Z Hicious Inſinuations of thoſe that are my 
© Enemies, merely becauſe I tell them the 


B 2 Truth; 


PREFACE. 


Truth; but ſhall readily ſubmit the Pe- 
ruſal of my Sermons to all difintereſted | 
and unbyaſſed Perſons, who, I doubt 
not, will read them awith the ſame good © 


Intention that I awrote them, 


1 As to the Paſſage relating to the ⁵⁵ 
Diviſion of the Church, at the End of 
my Second Sermon, I declare my Mean- 


ing to be againſt thoſe, and thoſe only, 
that have oponly attacked her in her 


Fundamentals, or endeavoured, by | 


reduce and corrupt ber true Votaries; 


I mean, ſuch as the great and learned 


Dr. Waterland has, with indefatigable 


| Tnaufts Y Araaun his Pen againſt z | ſuch, bY 
likewiſe, as have engaged the Labours © 
of the aworthy Dean of Chicheſter, Dr. | 


Snape, Dr. Hare, and others; and 


ſurely it can be no Offence to glance at 


theſe ill Pr inciples in a Sermon, the 
Confutation of which has employed 
the Care and Study of theſe wiftorious | 


w 


. 


PREFACE 


„ Champions for the Chriſtian Cauſe in in 
general, and the C burch of UTE in 
N N 0 


1 ſhall rattle tho Reader, 0 iow "ou 


than to aſſure him, I have honeſtly and 


9 conſcientiouſly printed exactly — 4 I 


preached ; there is not a ſingle Sentence 


altered in any of the Sermons: Though Þ 


| ought to apologize, indeed, for the Ad- 


dition of the laſt, which I preached at 


” Yarmouth about a Tear ſince; but I 

= hope it may, in ſome meaſure, contri- 
bute to abate the Prejudices that haus 
been ſo warmly entertained. againſt the 

= Clergy in general, upon account 0 7 a due 

Diſcharge of their Duty, an 

fell in ſo exactly avith my own Caſe, the 


as it 


3 0 J 4 more eaff fy pardon ny | 


fl  publs ſhing of it. 


I know not which is moſt obnoxious 
(though the Tao firſt were the Sermons 


Har dal levelled at) nor can I ſte 
any 


"PRE FACE. 
any thing that ought to 1 Offence i in 
either of the T hree. I ſhall leave it 
therefore to the World 70 judge, auhe- 

ther I have deſerved the Uſage I have 

met with upon this Occaſion. T 


Reader, if thou art wicked, take 
care to mend; if innocent, thou wilt 
not, I hope, be offended with the Tau 
| ib the n $ heets. 
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AFFLI CTIONS naturally tend to inſpire 
us with a due Senſe of our Duty, which, if 


1 improved, will infallibly promote our Good: 
4 Together with ſome comfortable Exhortations 
Jar 10 Afflicted Perſons. 
0 
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Preached at 


St. NicnyorLas's Cavrcn; 
IN 


| GREAT YARMOUTH, : 


Seprember 19. 1725. 
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By ROBERT Cane, L. L. b. Rector of 
"FR&SDVELL in SUFFOLE. 
8 * 0 N D ON: 


Printed i in the YEAR M. DCC. XXVIL 


PSALM cxxxvii. Ver. 1. 
By the Rivers of Babylon there ave 


ſate down : yea, awe Weps When awe 
 remembred Sion. 


N this mournful Pſalm, the 
royal Prophet deſcribes the 
forlora and diſconſolate Con- 
| SCA dition of his Countrymen the 
2 during the N e Captivity. 
This unhappy People, immerſed in Sen- 
ſuality and Wickedneſs, and turning a 
deaf Ear to the ſolemn Woes uttered a- 
gainſt them by the Prophet Jeremiah, were 
given up by God Almighty as a Prey 
into the Hands of Nebuc had ne æ car King 
of Babylon. They were grown to ſo great 
a Pitch of Wickedneßs, as to impriſon the 
"Wt . holy 


45 2 be Benefit of Hit. 8 Serin I. 5 
holy Man of God, and prophanely to 
neglect the Fhreatnings of the Roll pro. - 
nounced by Baruch. For this their irre- 
claimable Folly and Impiety, the afore- 
mentioned haughty heathen Monarch had 
Power over them, and prevailed againſt 
them: He took their City of Jeruſalem 
it ſelf, and bound Jehoiakim, their King, 
in Chains: He ordered their Nobles, and 
their Princes of the Blood, to be made 
Eunuchs, and cauſed them to attend him in 
the moſt ſervile Manner, and condemned 
an innumerable Body of the People to a 
long and tedious State of Captivity, in 
and about his own Metropolis the City 
of Babylon: He ſpared not their holy 
Places, but ravaged even their conlecra. 
ted Utenſils : The very Veſlels of the 
Temple were ſent for to be prophaned 
in the Service of his God Bel, and all 
the Marks of Indignity and Contempt, 
that could be offered, either to them, or 
their Worſhip, were at once inflicted up. 
on them. In theſe deplorable Circum- 
ſtances, it was natural for them to re- 
member their former Eaſe and Proſpe. 
rity : The bitter Avguiſh they now ſu- 


ſtained, and the wounded Spirits they 
Abou | 


* 


3 


* 
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JJ adn Re Ag, ET 
. Serm. I. The Benefit of Aſfiction. ig 
> | laboured under, revived in them all the 


- | racking Thoughts of their loſt Country 
and forſaken Friends: What were the 
Streams of Hgris and Euphrates, Rivers 
in a hoſtile Country, to thoſe of their 
much- lov'd Jordan in their Native Place? 
Or what availed the towring Hills and 
diſtant Proſpects round about them, but 
to raiſe up in them the beautiful Image 
of their Sion, they had left behind them? 
At the dear Remembrance of which, 
they could no longer contain themſelves, 
but burſt into a Flood of Tears, bemoan- 
ing their preſent melancholly Circumſtan- 
ces; and, above all, their Stubbornneſs 
and Iniquity that had been the unhap- 
py Occaſion of all their fatal Misfor. 
tunes: We wept when we remembred thee, 
0 Sion, ſay they. And hard it was for 
them, that no other Land, but that of 
Babylon, could melt them into Tears ! 
Great Reaſon had they now to weep, 
when for Seventy long Years, which 
their miſerable Thraldom was to conti- 
nue, the taunting Inhabitants ſhould be- 
ſides inſult their Misfortunes, and require 
Melody of them in all their Heavineſs! 
8 That the Songs of Sion ſhould be called 
SO be for 
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18 The Benefit of Afiction. Serm. I. 
holy Man of God, and prophanely to 
neglect the Threatnings of the Roll pro. 
nounced by Baruch. For this their irre- 
claimable Folly and Impiety, the afore- | 
mentioned haughty heathen Monarch had 
Power over them, and prevailed againſt 
them: He took their City of Jeruſalem 
it ſelf, and bound Jehoiabim, their King, 
in Chains: He ordered their Nobles, and 
their Princes of the Blood, to be made 
Eunuchs, and cauſed them to attend him in 
the moſt ſervile Manner, and condemned 
an innumerable Body of the People to a 
long and tedious State of Captivity, in 
and about his own Metropolis the City 
of Babylon He ſpared not their holy 
Places, but ravaged even their conſecra. 
ted Utenſils : The very Veſſels of the 


Temple were ſent for to be prophaned 
in the Service of his God Bel, and all ; 
the Marks of Indignity and Contempt, 


that could be offered, either to them, or 

their Worſhip, were at once inflicted up. 

on them. In theſe deplorable Circum- 
ſtances, it was natural for them to re- 

member their former Eaſe and Proſpe. 

' rity : The bitter Auguiſh they now ſu- 
ſtained, and the wounded Spirits they 

laboured 
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Serm. . T he Benefit of Aftiion. 1 


laboured under, revived in them all the 
racking Thoughts of their loſt Country 
and forſaken Friends: What were the 
Streams of Tjzris and Euphrates, Rivers 


in a hoſtile Country, to thoſe of their 


much-lov'd Jordan in their Native Place? 
Or what availed the towring Hills and 


diſtant Proſpects round about them, but 


to raiſe up in them the beautiful Image 


of their Sion, they had left behind them? 
At the dear Remembrance of which, 
they could no longer contain themſelves, 
but burſt into a Flood of Tears, bemoan- 


and Iniquity that had been the unhap- 
py Occaſion of all their fatal Misfor. 
tunes: We wept when we remembred thee, 
O Sion, ſay they. And hard it was for 


them, that no other Land, but that of 


Babylon, could melt them into Tears! 
Great Reaſon had they now to weep, 


+ 


ing their preſent melancholly Circumſtan- 
ces; and, above all, their Stubbornneſs 


when for Seventy long Years, which 


their miſerable Thraldom was to conti- 


nue, the taunting Inhabitants ſhould be- 


ſides inſult their Misfortunes, and require 


Melody of them in all their Heavineſs! 
That the Songs of Sion ſhould be called 


C 2 for 
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20 The Benefit of Afittion. Serm. I. 
for in a ſtrange Land, and that a baſe 
and foreign Multitude ſhould trample 
upon the Necks of a once brave and 
flouriſhing People: That the free-born 
Tjraclite ſhould bow the Knee to a proud 
Babylonian Slave; and Lyon's Dens, and 
burning fiery Furnaces ſhould be pre- 
pared, to menace them into worſhipping 
of the golden Image, their idolatrous 
King had ſet up. 


The melancholly Occaſion of the 
Text being thus explained, I think we 
may caſily gather from it, 


Firſt, That Aflidtions and Perſecutions na- 


tarally tend 10 inſhire us with a Senſe of 
our Duty). 


Secondly, That they will 22 promote | 
our Good, if we make a right Uſe of | 


them, 


Thirdly and Laſtly, I ſhall propoſe ſomg 
few comfortable Conſiderations to thoſe 
who are in Affliction, by which they may 
be enabled to make the beſt Uſe of them, 
for their Benefit both here and hereafter. 


Firſt : 


— — REG 
— 


Serm I. The Benefit of Aflition. 21 


Firſt, We have, in the Words of the 
Text, as lively a Confirmation of this 
firſt Aſſertion, as we can well have. No 
ſooner did the Captive Hraelites begin to 
be ſenſible of a foreign Yoke, but they 
were ſmitten with a pungent Senſe of 


their Wickedneſs, and the endearing 
Charms of their own Country ſtruck 


them with ſuch inexpreſſible Anguith of 
Soul, that every Rivulet and Grove 
made them think of their Native Place, 
and curſe their obſtinate Impiety, for 
bringing upon themſelves ſo heavy a Pu- 
niſhment. Before he was offlited, Holy 
David complained that he had gone 
aſtray, but now, ſays he; that is, ſince 


I have felt thy avenging Hand, 0 God, now 


Jam wakened from my A Lethar- 
oy, and zom have 1 kept thy Command. 


ments. And ſo true is this Obſervation 


of Holy David, (with relation to him- 
ſelf) when applyed to the reſt of Man- 
kind, that too many, I fear, would ne- 
ver be brought to a Senſe of their Duty 
at all, if God, in his great Mercy, did 


not viſit them with ſome ſharp bodily 
Diſtemper, or pour down ſome great 


Mis» 


22 The Benefit of Afiction. Serm. I. 


Misfortune upon them. I dare appeal ; 


to the Expertence of molt of you, who 
can't but have known Inſtances of ſome 
indolent Wretches, who have, for a long 
Series of Years, taken no manner of 
Care for their Souls, nor made any Pro- 
viſion for another State, living in a care- 
leſs and negligent manner, and fully in- 
tending fo to dye; and if they are ac- 
cidentally ſnatch'd out of this World, 


and hurry'd into Eternity, without any 


Warning ; in this Condition, how deplo- 
rable muſt their Caſe needs be at the 
great Tribunal? And how will they be 
aſhamed before Men and Angels? But 
ſometimes it ſo happens, that God, in 
his great Mercy, vouchſafes to let 


them taſte of the Rod of Vengeance, 


and by the acute Pains of ſome Bo- 
dily Diſeaſe, they are naturally car- 
ried to reflect upon the intolerable Tor- 


ments of Hell, and how much they 


have deſerved them: This ſets them 
upon the great and neceſſary Work of 
Repentance, and if they are not too har- 


dened for the aſſiſting Grace of God, they 


are by this Means, ſometimes, brought 


40 work out their Salvation with Fear and 


 Trembling, | 
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Serm. I. The Benefit of Affiction. 23 

Trembling. The Senſe of approaching 
Danger, could make the idolatrous 4hab 
humble himſelf in Sack-cloth and A ſhes, 
and by that Means avert the Evil of the 
Lord from his Houſe, in his Days *. 


King Manaſſeh beſought the Lord his 


God, and humbled himſelf greatly be- 


© fore the God of his Fathers: Bur When? 
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Not before he was in Affliction, bound 
in Fetters, and carried Captive into Ba- 


Hlon. Theſe are the Days of our Tryal, 
for as long as things go proſperouſly in 
the World, whilſt we meet with no 
Calamity, nor come into any Misfortune 


like other Men, we are too apt to be 


wedded to the good Things here, and 


to be blind to any Happineſs in Rever- 


ſion, too eagerly to purſue the momen- 
tary Enjoyments of this fading and tran= 
ſitory Lite. Alas! What avails it to go 
about to perſuade the Man of Pleaſure, 
that he is in a miſtaken Path, whilſt 


the Gaiety of his Temper, added to the. 
Impetuouſneſs of his Appetite, carries 


n 


2 Chron, xxili. 12, &c. 1 
him 
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him down the Torrent, with a Force 


not eaſily to be withſtood, at leaſt whilſt 
he is healthy, and, as he thinks, out of 


the Reach of any Misfortune ? But 


come to this Man upon a ſick Bed; 
or when any grievous Calamity lies 
heavy upon him, you'll find his gay and 
jovial Temper turned to bitter Remorſe 


and great Vexation of Spirit; he will 


at that Time bewail ys Life ſpent in 
idle Frolick, and vain Amuſement : His 


vicious Intrigues will riſe-up freſh to his 


Remembrance, and the 1njurious Treat- 
ment he has dealt to others, will be but 


ſorry Comfort to him, when the Szares 


of Death have compaſs's him round about, 
ana the Pains of Hell have got hold upon 
him. Thoſe Faculties of the Soul, that 
have for a long Time lain dormant, in 
the Day of Trouble, will brighten and 


grow brisk upon us; our Memories, 


that were before tenacious of nothing 
but empty Scenes of Pleaſure, will then 


repreſent to us, in lively Colours, the 


black and guilty Part of our Lives; our 


Inventions, inſtead of contriving to 1 


ty us with Variety of pleaſing Objects, 
will 
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will then put us upon enquiring after 
the beſt Method, how to appeaſe an 
angry God ; our Wills are then ready | 
to cleave ſtedfaſtly to the Lord; and 
the moſt ſtubborn Sinner will yield uß 


his Soul to Inſtruction, when his Unea- 


ſineſs of Mind, and Pain of Body, fhall 


convince him, that God is his only 
Retuge, and that to be in his Favour, 


is the moſt ſuge reſting Place he can 


confide in. When the heathen Empe- 


rors, by Tem unparallel'd Inftances of 
Cruelty, univerſally perſecuted the 


Church of Chriſt, how did our holy 
Mother flouriſh like a green Palm- tree, 
under this heavy Weight, and every 
bloody - minded Tyrant, by his cruel 


Edicts, gave new Strength and Vigour 
to the Chriſtian Cauſe ? The illuſt rious 
Examples of the Martyrs and Confeſ- 
ſors, inſpired Thouſands with ſuch Cou- 
rage, as enabled them to rejoice, that 


they were thought worthy to ſuffer 


for the Name of Chriſt ; and where Vice 


and Error had introduced it felf amongſt | 
them, the Hereticks and looſe Chriſtians 


were ſure to be reformed and purged 
* the Racks and Tortures of the Hea- 
D then: 
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then: They were ſoon brought to a Senſe 
of their Wickedneſs and Folly, by im- 


pending Judgments, and learnt to re- 5 


Mew you, 


Secondly, That the ſevereſt of theſe Af. 1 


fliftions will promote our Good, if we make 


à proper Uſe of them: And this is no 


more than an immediate Conſequence 


of what I have already laid down; for 


if Afflictions naturally inſpire us with a 
| Senſe of our Duty, that Senſe, well 
purſued, muſt needs turn to our Advan- 
tage in the End... They are ſent by 


God Almighty for wiſe and good Ends, 
and ſerve to try our Patience, that we 


may be found ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. 
And even in this Caſe, how gloriouſly 


may they be made to turn to our Be- 
nefit ! The upright and holy Fob, upon 


whom the Vial of God's Vengeance was $ 
poured out in a moſt remarkable Man- 
ner, was one that feared God, and eſc hem- 


ed Evil; he was exemplary in his Life 
5 . and 


member God right in the Day of Wrath. | 
And this brings me to my ſecond Head | 
of Diſcourſe, in which I propos'd to 


* 
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and Converſation, and diligently ſerved 
the Lord, he and his whole Houſe : Yet 
upon this righteous Perſon did the Lord 
rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, Storm 
and Tempeſt : His Sons and Daughters, 
the Bleſſings of his Marriage-bed, were 
” ſuddenly ſnatch'd away from him; the 
= Chaldean and Sabæan Robbers made a 
fatal Inroad upon his paternal Inheri- 
2 tance ; his Wife tempted him to rebel 
= againſt his Maker; and, for his own 
Perſon, his nauſeous Boils forced him to 
be ſeparated from the reſt of Mankind; 
and, diſregarded by all, he was reduced 
to the miſerable Comfort of a ſolitary 
- DPunghil, and a Potſherd: But in all 
ttheſe grievous Calamities, he behaved 
by | himſelf with a due Submiſſion to his 
ds, © Almighty Creator, acknowledged his 
ve | abſolute Dominion over him, and quiet, 
le. ly reſigned himſelf to his Good-will and 
ly * Pleaſure; for which his prudent Deport- 
C> : ment, and pious Reſignation, becauſe in 
n all this he ſinaed not, nor charged his God 
as | foliſhly, the latter End of this Man 
n. was more glorious than the Beginning: 
- and even in this World, God was 
fe © pleaſed to bleſs him in his Circum- 
d 8 ol = ſtances, 
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ſtances, beyond all that he poſſeſs'd be- 
fore. When the ſmart Tryal was over, 
and he had baffled the great Adverſary 
of his Soul, and by an unſhaken Inte- 
grity triumph'd over the Devil; then it 
Was that his Ulcers were immediately 
healed, his Family encreaſed, his Flocks 
and Herds multiplied, and he Was more 
peculiarly the diſtinguiſh'd Favourite of 
Heaven at the latter End of his Life, | 
than he was at the Beginning: Nor | 
can we tell many- times what ſecret 
Ends God's Providence has to ſerve, 
which he makes uſe of the moſt trying 
Means to bring about. If Joſeph be 
| hated by his Brethren, and wickedly 
fold to the Midianitiſh Merchants, God 
ſhall fend Potiphar to purchaſe his be- 
loved Servant, and in a ſhort Time he 
ſhall ſhine the firſt in Favour, in the 
ſplendid Court of Pharach King of 
Eg9pt ; Nay, it ſhall ſo fall out, that his 
 Havghty Brethren {ſhall bow their Knees | 
betore him, and by virtue of this unna- | 
tural Act of theirs, he ſhall become the 
happy Inſtrument of faving their Lives, 
and the Life of his aged Father Jacob, as 
you may read in the xxx vii, xli, and xlvii 


Cha pters 


1 
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Chapters of Geneſis. Thus does it pleaſe 
God many Times to bring Good out of 


Evil, and the Afflictions and Perſecu- 


tions of his Saints and Servants here (if 


patiently borne withal, and quietly ſub- 
mitted to) ſhall, in the End, be for 
their great Good and Benefit, as well 
in this World, as in the other. They 
that ſow is Tears (ſays the royal Pſalmiſt) 
ſhall reap in Joy; and it is better (according 
to the Preacher) zo go into the Houſe of | 
Mourning, than to go into the Honſe f 
Feaſting ; for Death is the End of all Men, 
and the Living will lay it to his Heart. Sorrow 


is better than Laughter, for by the Sadneſs of 


the Countenance, the Heart is made eter, 
Eccleſ. vii. 2, 3. Do not deſpair, there- 
fore, O Chriſtian ! when ſurrounded 


with Affliction, and hemm'd in with 
Troubles; learn what they were ſeat 
for, and how much thou haſt deſerved 
God's heavieſt Diſpleaſure: Look well 


into thy own Breaſt, and ſee if there be 


no way of Wickedneſs in thee, and pray 
unco God to lead thee in the Way ever- 
laſting. Does Narrowneſs of Circum- 
ſtances oppreſs thee ? Or are thy Friends 
found treacherous and unfaithful? Learn 
to 


30 The Bone of Aﬀittion. Sm 


to be thy own beſt Friend, and aſſure 
thy ſelf, theſe Straights are come up- 
on thee, but to inſtruct thee to be- 
have thy ſelf the better in a plenti- 
ful Condition, or to put a true Va- 
lue upon thine own honeſt Labour 
and Induſtry. Again, Art thou in great 
Pain of Body, and confined by ſome 


intolerable Diſtemper ? Do the 4rrows of 


the Lord preſs hard upon thee, and his Hand 
make thee ſore ? Even in this Caſe, it is 
not ſo bad with thee, as with thoſe thou- 


ſands of miſerable Wretches, who have 


been ſuddenly ſnatch'd away by the Peſti- 
leace, and have not had Time, perhaps, 
as thou haſt, to think upon their Ways, 


and repent and amend. Know that all 
Things move together for Good to them 


that love God; and that this Tryal of 
your Faith worketh Patience, and * 
bleſſod is the Man who endureth Temptations 
for when he is tryed, he ſhall receive the 
Grown of Life. 
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This leads me to my third and laſt Par- 


7 ticular, which was, To propoſe ſome com- 


. 


again in Jeruſalem : 


Fortable Conſiderations to them who are in 
Afflictions, by which they may be enabled to 
make the beſt Uſe of them for their Bene- 
fit, both here and hereafter. Y 


And firſt of all, let them conſider, that 
how ſeverely ſoever they may at pre- 
ſent be afflicted, God will not always 
caſt off his People, nor forſake his In- 
heritance for ever; the Babylonian Cap- 


tivity, {0 heavily complained of in the 


Text, was to laſt but the Space of Se- 


venty Years, and then the Jews were 


again to return to Sion, and worſhip 
Even the Egyptian 
Bondage had an End, and God raiſed 
up Moſes for their Deliverance, and ſaid, 
Sarely I have ſeen the Aſflictious of my 
People, which are in Egypt, and have heard 


their Cry, by reaſon of their Task-maſ ers, 


and I am come down to deliver them out of 


their Hand. God Almighty oftentimes 
brings very low, but delivers in the 


End; and when, in his Wrath, he re- 
lolved to aftlict the Houle of Iſrael, he 
adds 


32 The Benefit of Aſſtiction. Serm. I. 
adds this conſolatory Clauſe at the End 
of the Sentence ——— but not for ever: 


* I will for this affiii# the Houſe of David 
(ſays he) but not for ever. How com- 


fortably does he addreſs the Sons and 

Daughters of Affliction, by the Mouth 
of the Prophet Iſaiab, when he ſays to 
them in Cap. liv. 7, 8. For a ſmall 


Moment have ] forſaken you, but with great 
Mercy will J gather you. In a little Wrath I 
hid my Face from you for a Moment, but 
with everlaſting Rindneſs will I have Mercy 
on you. A Sentence full of the rich 
| Merctes of an all-gracious God. Nor 
did our dear Redeemer diſcover a leſs 
tender and compaſſionate Senſe for the 


Afflictions of Mankind, when, amongſt 
the Beatitudes contained in his Divine 


Sermon on the Mount, he pronounces 
a Bleſſing to thoſe that mourn, for they 
{hall be comfor:ed. A certain Proſpect 


of an Abatement of their Miſery, ſhall 


give them freſh Aſſurance, or they ſhall 
be chear'd with the comfortable Gleams 


of a happy Eternity; the Dawnings of 


* * * 


* | — * 
I King, XI. 39. 
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1 Immortality ſhall break in upon their 
- | Souls, and they ſhall be 3 God 
1 Almighty's affiſting Grace) to riſe 
- gabove their earthly l and 
1 | long to be with Chriſt. 


* Secondly, Let them that are in AMi- 
- 9 ction conſider, that there is no State, 
nor Condition in the World, be it ever 
ſo deplorable, but the Hand of the 
Lord can deliver them from it ; nay, 
9 they may take this for their Comfort, 
that the greater their Tribulation and ; 
7 Diſtreſs is, in many Caſes, the more 
1 remarkable has their Deliverance been: 
When * Lot was taken Priſoner, and de- 
priv'd of all his Subſtance, it was not the 
united Forces of four victorious Monarchs, 
that could hinder his + Brother Abraham 
from redeeming him, and all that were 
with him, tho? accompany'd only with 
his own Servants ; ard he himſelf no 
> Other than a private Inhabitant of the 
8 Plains of Mamre. When 9 Hagar was 


wo 


T3 
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* Gen, XV. II, 12, to 16. 


T Gen. xiv. 14, 15, to 20. 
TO Gen. Xxi. IQ 
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in ſuch Diſtreſs for want of Water, for 
her Child, that {ſhe laid down the dy- 
ing Babe, and retired in Tears, becauſe 


ſhe would not ſee it expire; Juſt at 
that very Juncture, God opened her Eyes, 


and ſhe ſaw a Well of Water. Elijah, 
the faithful Servant of the moſt high 
God, ſhall be * fed by Ravens, in the 
Time of Famine; and the poor Wi- 
dow?s Cruiſe of Oil, and Barrel of Meal, 
{hall not fail + till God ſends Rain up- 
on the Earth. Nor need we have Re. 


courſe to God's extraordinary Operations 


only, to confirm this Truth, ſince it is 
very manifeſt in thouſands of Inſtances 
brought about by his common and or- 
dinary Providence. How many here 
preſent have taſted of the tender Mer- 
cies of the Lord, in the wonderful Pre- 
{ervation of themſelves, their Families, 
and Friends, from great and imminent 
Dangers, even when there was no hu- 
man Proſpect of their Eſcape ? In 
what particular Inſtances indeed theſe 
ſpecial Favours have becn vouchlaicd, 


"IR 


—— _ 7 
—— 


* 


„1 Kingt xXvii. 6, . r , Ver. 1d 


muſt 
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muſt be left to your ſelves to recollect 


and apply : Only remember to take 


this along with you, that the ſame 
Power that has all along ſo manifeſtly 
ſignalized it ſelf in your Deliverance, 
(unleſs it be your own Faults) will ne- 


ver leave you, nor forſake you. Holy 


David could triumph in a ftrong Con- 
fidence, that the ſame God that had deli 
vered him out of the Paw of the Lion, 
and out of the Paw of the Bear, mould alſo 
deliver him out of the Hands of the ancir- 
cumciſed Philiſtine; and ſo may every 
good Perſon aſſure himſelf, that God's 
Arm is not grown hort, that it cannot ſave : 
nor is the Strength of Iſrael impaired, that 
he cannot redeem. Be the Danger ever 
lo great, an unexpected Deliverance 
may be wrought, and with God all 
Things are poſſible, tho? ro Man they 
may ſeem, perhaps, far otherwiſe. 
Thirdly, Tt ought to be Matter of great 
Joy and Comfort to all in Afflict ion, 


that they have the precious Promiſes of 


God's gracious Aſſiſtance in all their Ca- 
lamities, and an Aſſurance that God 


will lay no more upon them, than they 


E 2 are 
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are able to bear. The Author of the 
Hebrems, ſpeaking of our Saviour, tells 
us, I chat he himſelf hath ſuffered, being 
rempted, he is able alſo to ſuccour them 
who are temptea : He knows the Þrailties 
and Inſirmities of our Fleſh ; and of Con- 
ſequence, what Aſſiſtance is requiſite 
for us, to go thro? our Tryals withal : 
Like as a "Father pitieth his Children, ſo 
the Lord Pitieth them who fear him; for 
he knoweth our Frame : He remembreth 
that we are but Duſt, Let no Man + *® 
( aith the Apoſtle) when he is tempted, ſay, © 
he is tempted of God; for God tempteth no 
Man, but with the Temptation maketh a 
Way to efcaps: Yea, fo far is he from 
loading his People wich Afflict ions, that 
in holy Scripture, he is deſcribed, as re-. 
enting of his fierce Anger, and expo- 
ſtulating within himſelf; his Bowels are 
ſaid to ycarn; and altho? they deſerve the 
Judgment, he many Times ſuſpends the 
Execution of the juſt Sentence. d How 
hal I ive thee 5 0 Ephraim ? ? How al 


" Heb. Cap. il. 3 Cap. iv 15. Cap. v. 2. 
1 1 Cor. Cap. * 13. oſen, Cap. xi. 8, 9. 
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I deliver thee, O Iſrael ? How ſhall I makes 
* thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee ug 


| 7 * 'Zeboim ? Mine Heart is turned within 


me; my Repentings are kindled together ; 


| J will not execute the Fierceneſs of Anger; 
I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim, for TI 
am God, and not Man, St. Paul was in- 
> ſtructed both to be full, and to be hun- 
3 gry, and could do all Things thro' Chriſt 
1 that ſtrengthened him. Tho' the primi- 


tive Chriſtians were troubled on every 
Side, and perſecuted with all the Fury 
and Malice that Men and Devils could 
invent ; yet were they not forſaken, 


but the inward Man was renewed, and 


they always bore about in their Bodies 
the dying of the Lord Jeſus, that the Life 


alſo of Jeſus, might be Rafa in their 


Bodies. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, All that are in 
Affliction, would do well to conſider, 
that whatever they meet with, is not, 
nor can be, any more than what has 
been the common Lot of good Perſons 
in all Ages of the World; even the 
bleſſed Jeſus himſelf not excepted in 
this Caſe: The Ne is not above. his 


Lord, 
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Lord, nor the Servant above his Maſter : . b- . 


It is enough for the Diſciple, that he be 


as his Maſter. Whilſt we are conver- ; 


ſant in this Vale of Miſery, we mult | 


hoes ſo, happy are we ; for we know 


who has told us, that it * hated him 


before it hated is: Let us reflect upon a 
crucified Saviour : Let us ſet before our 
Eyes, the Examples of the holy Saints 


and Martyrs of old: Let us take the 


Prophets, who have ſpoken in the Name 
ol the Lord, + for an Example of ſut- 
tering Affliction, and of Patience. We 
know how cunning, and how powerful 


our Adverſary the Devil is; and there- 


fore ought to beware, how he makes us 
magnity our own Diſtreſs, above the 


Sufferings of our fellow Chriſtians ; d be- 


cauſe no Temptation can befall us, but 
what is common to Man, Self- Love 

will, oftentimes, make us think our 
| Pains to be greater, and our Burden 
heavier, than ever any one elſe could 


vs 


* 
_—— 


John Cap. XV. 18, 20, T James Cap. V. 10. 
'I 1 Cor, Cap. x. 13. | 


poſſibly 


PLEX. 


_ to es: thro? a Sea of Afflicti. 1 
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| poſſibly feel; and hence we are inſen- 


ſibly led into Murmurs and Complaints, 
thinking our ſelves hardly uſed, and ill 
treated, when (if we did not want Pa- 
tience and true Chriſtian Courage) we 
ought to thank God for trying us with 
theſe light Alſlictions, which are bat for 4 
Moment, in full Aſſurance, that (if it bs 
not our own Faults) they will, in the 
End, be recompenced by an eternal 
Weight of Glory : Let us not forget, 
therefore, that this 1s the principal Part 
of our high Vocation, for hereunto are 
| you called * (faith the Apoſtle) becauſe 
- Chriſt alſo ſufferd for us, leaving us an 
| Example, that we ſhould alle follow bi Steps. 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant 
to all here preſent, in and thro' the Me- 
rits of him that died for us, wn C hriſt 
the Righteous. 


| To whom with the Father and the holy Spirit, 


Three Perſons, and One ever-bleſſed God, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Might, 
Majeſty, Power, Dominion, and Authority 
henceforth and for evermore. Amen. 


_— 
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Gop, in inflicting Publick Calamities; and 
the diſmal Conſequence of neglecting ſuch 
Mercies, Conſider d. With a proper Appli- 


cation of the Whole to Us of thts Church 
and 
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8 AE in e O Jeruſalem, I. 
my Sou 


make thee deſolate, a Land not in- 
Dabwed.. 


= to you, contain a kind Ad- 
. monition of the Almighty, 


relenting Jews. The laſt Prophet was 


now among(t them, and for Forty Years 
together (before it happened) they had 
repeated Aſſurances, even from God 


himſelf, of their being carried away 
F 2 Captive 


depart from thee ; bf * 


, 
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HE. Words I have now read 


© by the Mouth of the Pro- 
phet ceremiah, to the hardened and un- 
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Captive into Babylon ; ; but during all 
this Seaſon, it was in their own Power, 
by a fincere Repentance, and Antend- | 


ment of their Lives, to avert the heavy 
Wrath of God, and to continue them- 


ſelves in his Favour, and under his 1m- 


mediate Protection. All his moſt ſevere | 


Menaces are conditional only, and if 
ever his juſt Vengeance does take Place, 


the Fault is declared to be their own, 


With a Why will ye die, 0 Houſe of 


Iſrael ? But all this unexampled Leniiy 
and Compaſſion, could work nothing 
upon that ſtifi-necked and rebellious 


Race; they continued {till Deaf to all 
Entreaty; and lighted and diſregarded 
all manner of Advice, that tended to 
their Advantage: The Prophet com- 


plains in his 5th Chapter, that they had 


forſaken the Lord Jehovah, and ſworn by 


them that were no Gods: When Thad fed 
them to the full (fays he, ſpeaking in the 


Perſon of the Lord of Hoſts) they then 


committed Adultery, and aſſembled themſelves 


by Troops in Harlots Houſes ; they were as | 


fed Horſes in the Morning, every one neigh= 


ing after his Neighboar's Wife : And ſhall 


T.not viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lora ? 
e „ And 


theſe great and manifold Provocations, 
his darling Mercy yet prevails upon his 
offended Juſtice ; and in the very next 
Chapter, he puts on all the tender Bowels 


them in the Words of the Text, accom- 
madated to our Capacities, with the ut. 
| moſt Pity and Concern; and in order to 
work upon their Fear, if they had no Senſe 
of Love or Gratitude left in them, he be. 
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7 gnally expreſs'd, by his delaying to execute 


his Juſt Vengeance = any ſi 1 Commu- 
nity. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the dangerous Conſe. 
* quence of neglecting, and diſregarding ſuch 
his great Mercy and loving Kjnaneſs; ſuch 


Neglect being ſure to be attended with the 


jaf 
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And ſpall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
Nation as this ? But notwithſtanding all 


of a compaſſionate Father, and addreſſes 


ſieeches them, for their own ſakes ; Be thou 
alk. 0 Jernſalom, (lays he) leſ my Soul 
» depart from thee ; leſs I make thee deſolate 
: '@ Land not ; from which Words, 
; 1 ſhall ſubmit to your private Meditation, | 


: | Fick, God's tender Mercy 4 Forbearance, fo 
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juſt and dreadful — of his M rath 


and Indignation. 


Thirdly * Laſtiy, I ſhall make a proper 


Application of what has been ſaid to the 


ſinful, and, for that Reaſon, ſorromful Con- 
dition we of this Church and N ation at | 


preſent labour under. 


As to the Firſt of theſe, the Almighty 


is no where difplayed, in a more amiable 


and glorious Light, than in thoſe beauti- 

ful Struggles between his Mercy and his 

_ Juſtice, with reſpect to ſinful and offend- 
ing Man. How muſt it revive the droop- 
ing Spirits of Sinners, when they refle& 


upon the undeſerved Indulgence of their 
heavenly Father, and find even Omnipo- 


tence it ſelf diſarmed in their behalf? 4s 


I live (faith the Lord) I have no Pleaſure 


in the Death of the Wicked ; but that the 
Wicked turn from their Ways, aud Five again. 


How ſhall I give thee up, O Ephraim? How 
ſhall I deliver thee, O Judah? How, ſhall I 


make thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee 


as Zeboim? Mine Heart is turned within me, 
my Repentings are kinaled together. Can any 
3 thing 


? 
: 
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thing be ever thought of by Man, more 


tender and compaſſionate, than theſe kind 


Expoſtulations? Nay, ſometimes he has 
fuffered himſelf to be confin'd, as it were, 
in the Execution of his Vengeance, even 


by his own Creatures, which was the 
Reaſon of the Angel's ſaying to Lot, * 


Make haſte, get thee to the Place where I com- 


manded thee, for till thou art got there, I can 
do nothing: Not but that Almighty Power 


is always abſolute, conſider'd in it ſelf; 


but in the Execution of it, God's infinite 
Mercy interpoſes ſo far, as that nothing 
may be done, that will, in any wiſe, be 
prejudicial to thoſe that are his true and 
faithful Servants. When the wanton I/, 
raelites had compelled their High Prieſt, 
Aaron, to make them a molten Calf, and 
they had all polluted themſelves with Ido- 


latrous Worſhip, the Anger of the Lord 


was kindled againſt them, and he roſe up 
quick to deſtroy them; but in all this 


Rage and Fury he ſuffer'd his great An- 


ger to dd appeas d, at the lntreaty of his 


Servant 
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Servant Moſes, and declared afterwards 
that he ſhould have deſtroyed them utter. 
terly, * if he had not ſtood in the Gap, 
to turn away his Wrath, left he ſhould 
deſtroy them; nay, ſo great was his Con- 
deſcenſion, that he ſeems, as it were, to 
parly with Moſes, and even to ask his 
Permiſſion, + Now therefore ſuffer me, that in 
ny fierce Anger I may deſtroy them. O how 


conſpicuous are the tender Mercies of 


| God, when, in fo flagrant a Caſe as this, 
the Interceſſion even but of one righteous 
Perſon, could ſo far prevail, as to divert 
him from his Purpoſe! But to carry this 
Matter ſtill farther; In many Places, the 
Union betwixt God Almighty, and his 
faithful Servants, is deſcribed in ſuch ſtri& 
Terms, that their Separation from his Ser- 
vice, and liſting themſelves under Sin and 
Satan, may be as ſenſibly perceived by 
them, as the Loſs of any, or even of f 
all their Members, and the very parting 
of the Soul and Body it ſelf: In the Words 
of the Text, Jeruſalem is exhorted to be 
inſtructed, that is, to hearken to the Voice 
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of God's Prophets, to repent, and amend 
their Lives, leſt — What? Leſt my Soul 
depart from thee ; where the original Word 
ſignifies a Luxation, a Diſmembring, a Diſ- 
jointing of any thing; to intimate ſo ſtrict 
and firm a Coalition of theſe two, chat 
the cutting off a right Hand, or the pluck- 
ing out a right Eye, would bear no Com— 


pariſon to the Loſs of God's Favour, or 


the Aljenation of his Soul from theirs, 
The repenting Ninevites, from a, due Hu- 


miliation of themſelves, found Mercy ; 


and notwithſtanding the Frowardneſs of 
the Prophet Jonah, their City was not de- 
ſtroyed, although in Three Days time, 
had they not taken thoſe ſalutary Mea- 
ſures, their lofty Piles of Building had been 
| levelld with the Duſt, and Great and 
Small had both ſhared one common Pate, 
Upon Ahab's humbling himſelf, the national 
' Calamity was ſuſpended, till his Son's 


Days: And in what pathetick 'Verms does 
our dear Redeemer weep over the loſt 


Condition of his beloved Jeruſalem ! O je- 
ruſalem! Jerulalem : Thou that ſtoneſt the 
- OY ophets, and filleſt them that are ſent unto 
thee ;, how often would I have | gathered thee, as 

| G e EG 
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a Hen pathereth her Chickens under her Wings, 
and ye would not! The Sinners in the Goſ-. 
pel are ſaid to grieve the holy Spirit; to 
do deſpite to the Spirit of God, and to tram- 
ple under Foot the Blood of the Covenant: 
Yea, the holy Spirit himſelf is ſaid to 
pray, and to iaterceae for us, with Sighs and 
Groans that are unutterable,, Thus tender 
and compaſſionate has God enpreſod him- 
ſelt on our Behalf! But if neither his 
own loving Mercy and Forbearance, the 
voluntary Soferings or his Son, nor the. 
pitiable Tnterceſſions of the Holy Ghoſts 
can prevail with us to depart from our 
Iniquities: If we are reſolved to continue 
in our Wickedneis, and boldly to defy 
Almighty Vengeance ; he will then (tired 
out with our repzated Guilt) whet his 
flaming Sword, and make ready his Ar- 
rows, againſt thoſe Enemies, whom no 
Mercy will win over, nor any Threatnings 
terriſie into Obedience. Juſtice will be ſure 
to ſtrike, tho? late may fall the Blow; 
and tho? but Ten righteous Perſons in two 
ſuch populous Cities, ſhall ſtop the im- 
pending Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, yet 
tor want of thoſe Ten, the Fire and Brim- 
ſtone 
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ſtone ſhall deſcend, and the Smoak of thoſe | 
reprobate Places, ſhall mount high as the 
Smoak of a Furnace. Exalted Villainy ( 
may proſper for a Time, and the moſt | 
daring Impieties may meet with uninter= | 
rupted Succeſs for a long Seaſon; but it f 
| ſhall not be always ſo, for a little Time 
(according to Scripture Language, and as 
we found it verified in the Fate-of the Two 
unhappy Cities before mentioned) the Lord 
© ſhall judge the Earth with Righteouſneſs, and he 
that ſhall come, will come, and pour out Deſtru- 
= ion 25 all the Workers of W ee 
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1 And this leads me to my Second Head of 
5 Diſcourſe, which was, To ſhew you the dan- 
gerous C onſequence of neglecting and diſregard- 
ing the great Mercy and loving Kindneſs of God: 
IZSGiauch Neglect being ſure to be puniſhed 
I with the juſt and dreadful Execution of his 

fiery Wrath and Vengeance. 
And certainly (my Brethren) a fearful 
Thing it is to fall into the Hands of the living 
God, eſpecially if we conſider what the 
Author to the Hebrews ſays, when he de- 
fines him to be a conſuming Fire. With 
what Shame and Confuſion of Face did 
8 our 
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our firſt Parents quit their charming para- 
diſe upon eating the forbidden Fruit? The 
angry Cherub, with a flaming Sword, 
now guarded the delicious Tree, and, not 

permitted to rove any longer through that 
entertaining Verdure, they were quite 
expelled, and doomed, the Man, to endleſs 
Toll and Labour, the Woman, to Pain and 
Sorrow in her Travail: Caiz was a Vaga- 
bond upon the Face of the Earth, upon 

account of his deteſted Fratricide ; and nar 
only private Perſons, but publick Com- 
munities are the Objects many times of 
God's Wrath and Vengeance. Nay, even 
the whole World is not able to ſcreen 
itſelf from the Hands of Omnipotence. 
The Sluices of Heaven ſhall be opened, the 
Flood-Gates let looſe, and in impetuous 
Torrents ſhall! the Rain deicend, in order 
to drown a guilty World, that would not 
be reclaimed at the preaching of the righ- 
teous Noa tor One hundred and Forty 

Years together. They eat and drank, and 
roſe up to play; they married, and were given 

in Marriage; unmindful of the Ark of 

HShitiim Wood, and entirely diſregarding 
the ſolemn Woes uttered by the Prophet ; 
nay, 
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nay, they ridicul'd his blind Folly and Su- 
perſtition, as they accounted it, ?till the 

. guſhing Streams from Heaven convinced 


5 them of their fatal Miltake ; till the Tops 


of Houſes, and the craggy Clifts or Rocks, 
would ſtand them in no longer ſtead; but, 
hungry, and thirſty, and tired out with 
climbing, their Souls fainted in them, and 


they were all ſwallowed up quick in the 
deep Abyſs of Waters. And, indeed, if 


we regard the Reaſon of the Thing, theſe 
Proceedings are no other than what God's 
Attributes neceſſarily require: He mult be 


cConſidered as a God of infinite Juſtice, as 


well as infinite Mercy, and as ſuch, his 
Vengeance will not ſleep for ever, nor will his 


uplifted Arm always forbear to ſtrike, The 


Eg yptzans may chooſe, indeed, whether 
they will let Iſrael go, but upon Pharaoh, 


and all his Hoſt, ſhall God's Wrath be 


poured out, 'till they be all [wallowed up 
in the Red Sea. 


The many Miſeries and Devaſtations, 


the Plagues and Famines, the Thraldoms 
and Captivities, inflicted upon God's darling 
People the Jews, from the Time of Moſes, 


even to the Diſſolution of their City and 


Temple 
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'% emple by the Romans, are all ſo many 


fad Inſtances of God's revenging himſelf _ 
upon a ſinful Nation and People. But be- 

cauſe in their laſt and final Overthrow by 
Veſpaſian, and his Son Titus, there ſeems to 
be ſomething that peculiarly falls under 
this Head, let me require your particular 


Attention, whilſt I immediately inſiſt upon 
this great and terrible Judgment of the 
Lord: It muſt be a Heart of Ada mant that 
would not relent at the unexampled Seve- 


rities the Jens met with in their direful 


Cataſtrophe, fo faithfully, and fo patheti- 
cally recorded and handed down to Poſte- 


rity, by the Pen of their own Countryman, 
the learned and warlike Jem, Joſeplus Ben 
Gorion. He obſerves, That it was the very. 
ſame Moath, and the very ſame Day of 
the Month, in which the Jews were car- 


ried Captive to Babylon, that their City 


Jeruſalem was ſacked by the Roman Power, 
or (to ſpeak more properly) in which their 


own unnarural Heats and Animoſit ies, their 


Feuds and Contentions, put a final Period 
to that once flouriſhing Nation. They had 
to deal with one of the beſt-natured Princes 


in the World; a gallant Roman Army was 


their 
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their Enemy, that, fluſh'd with Victory, 


” 
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and. long inured to conquer, diſdained Cru— 
elty and Oppreſſion; That was generous 
to Enemies, and brave, but not inhumane. 


But, alas! what availed all the Roman 
Bravery, if the Jews had but been united 


amongſt themſelves: This was what was 
wanting : Hinc illæ Lachryme ! Hence 
aroſe the fatal Source of all their Diſaſters, 


and what the Romans could never have 


brought to paſs by their Proweſs and Va- 


lour, great as it was, was effected by their 
own Party-Rage and Fury, by their own 


enthuſiaſtick Seditions, and unaccountable 
Diviſions. This poor blind City, now 
found the Truth of our Saviour's Prophecy: 
Her Enemies had compaſſed her round about 
with Trenches, and the whole Roman Army 
was in full March to fuccour and ſupport 
the Siege. To remedy which Inconve- 
nience, they divide into Five or Six differ- - 

ent Parties, under as many different Lea- 
ders, and attack one another with che ut- 

moſt Fury : Thouſands were crucified with: - 


our, that eſcaped to the Roman Camp, in 


order to work, if poſſible, upon their un- 
heard-of Conrumacy, and Ten thouſands 
were 
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were ſlain within by inteſtine Jars, and 
civil Broils. They ſet Fire to their own _ 
Magazines, and by that Means, introduced 
a Famine amongſt them ſo ſevere, as their 
Hunger could not be. ſatisfied, but by feed- 
ing upon Cats and Dogs ; nay, and ſome- 
times cating up their own Children, and 
preying upon their very Fleſh. But theſe 


were but the Beginnings, as it were, of 


their Misfortunes : They were next attend- 
ed with ſuch ominous Preſages of their 
fatal Overthrow, that Heaven and Earth 
ſeemed to combine to puniſh the accurſed 
Obſtinacy of this unhappy People. Now 
was the Time that God revenged himſelf 
upon them for the Crucifixion of his Son, 
and they found now, in a literal Senſe, 
according to their With, his Blood to be ap= 
on them, and upon their Children. Nor did 
they want evident and immediate Fore- 
runners of this their Deſtiny. Watnels, ye 

conſcious Heaven and Stars! Ye bright 
illuminated Skies, and thou, O trembling 
Earth! The Elements ſhook, and were 
afraid at the Approach of the God of Ven- 
geance: The Temple at Midnight was il 


luminated with a Mid-day Brightneſs, is 
tne 
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the Middle of which, at the great Feſtival, 
4 Cow juſt then to be ſacrificed, the holy 
Victim brought forth a Lamb. The heavy 
Eaſtern Gate of Maſſy Braſs, flew open of 
its own accord, when, at another Time, 
'rwas Twenty Mens hard Labour to make 
it ſwing upon the Hinges, in order to open 


and ſhut, A Voice more than human 


_ proceeded out of the Holy of Holies, attend- 
ed by a terrible Earthquake, and was heard 
to utter theſe Words, LET us GO HENCE : 
This is, by the holy Father Chvyſoſtom, 
judged to be the Voice of Angels, who 
had ſtayed even thus long, in Hopes 
of the Jews Repentance, and finding 
them inexorable, were now about to 
quit and abandon that Place which had 
ſo long been their Reſidence and Poſſeſ- 
ſion. The flaming Troops that every 
Night were ſeen juſt hovering over the 
City to battle it in the Skies, the furious 
Onſfſets of aerial Force, the Noiſe of dying 
Perfons, and the Claſh of Arms, and; 
above all, the flaming Sword, juſt pointing 5 
cover cheir Heads, were enough, one would 

think, to ſtrike Terror into any but the 

ſeditious and hardened Jews; and they, infa- 
H ruated 
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tuated ſtill, and reſolutely bent upon their 
own Deſtruction, interpreted every thing in 


their Favour, tho' never ſo plainly againſt 


them, *till, at laſt, annoy'd by their Ene- 


mies, and more grievouſly deſtroyed by 


their own Swords (after all the Endeavours 


of Titus proved in vain to ſave their Tem- 


ple) That, together with their City, was 
levelled to the Ground, and the poor and 
thin Remainder of the Jews, that could not 


diſperſe themſelves by Flight, fell upon the 
Roman Swords, and Man, Woman, and 


Child, were put to Death, as a juſt Puniſh- | 
ment for their vile ey and Tranſ- 
greſſions. 


And are not theſe T hings, my Brethren, 
written for our Enſamples, that we may hear 


aud ſee, and do no more wickealy? Let us pro- 
ceed therefore, in the Third Place, to 


make a proper Application of what has 


been ſaid to the ſinful, and, for that Rea- 


lon, ſorrowful Condition, we of this 


Church: and Nation, at preſent labour 
under. 


Thiraly, And here, though Thanks be to 
God, the Caſe is not parallel betwixt by 
an 
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and the Jews, nor do I deſign it as ſuch, 


yet ſtill we may be allowed, with great 


Reaſon, to cry out with the Prophet to 


our own Jeruſalem, to be inſtructed, leſt 
God's Soul depart from us; leſt he make us 
deſolate, a Land not inhabited. I ſhould 


much rather chooſe to caſt a Veil over this 


melancholy Scene, than rip up afreſh the 


bleeding Wounds of our Sion: But this 


would never anſwer ; for little Hope there 


is of a Peoples mending, when they are not 


told to what a daring Pitch of Wickednels 
they are arrived; to leave it to their own 
Reflection, would be but to fow Pillows 
under their Elbows, and make them hug 


themſelves in their Iniquity, till, in the 


End, it proved their Ruin. For my Part, 


I am reſolved to cry aloud, and ſpare not; the 


opprobrious and ſcandalous Ulage the Mini. 


ſters of Chriſt ſometimes meet with now- 
a-Days, ſhall not irighten me from dit- 
charging my Duty, and neither the Frowns 


of the Great, nor the Threats of the Wicked, 
ſhall hinder me from telling the Houſe 
Jacob their Iniquity, and the Hoafe of Tirae] 


their Sin. But in this Cafe, ſo complicated 


is unhappy Britain's Guilt, that where to 


3 begin 
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begin I know not, and when begun, would 
to God I could tell where to end | Within 
2 ſmall Number of Years, our national 
Crimes are arrived to ſuch a Pitch, and 
our inteſtine Diviſions and Animoſities, ſo 
prodigiouſly encreaſed, as to ſlur the An- 
nals of the wickedeſt of all our Forefathers. 
The Frauds of the late Directors of the 
South-Sea, in the Year 1720, will hand 
down to future Generations, an accurſed 


Example of unprecedented Villainy ! What 


was the frequenting of Harlots Houſes, and 
the neighing afzer their Neighbours Wives, in 
the Times of the Prophet Jeremiah, com- 
pared to the guilty Secrecies of a MSE 

RADE, Or the IX PER NAI. SocikxiEs, erected 
in Defiance of God and Religion, that we 
have met with in our Days! How does it 


grieve me, when I am forced to tel] you, 
that the heinous Sin of SopoM and Go 


MORRAH $kulks no more ? The leerin 
Sinner ſufficiently betrays himſelf by his 
effeminate Air and Mien; but not with 


ſtanding all this, ſcarce bluſhes at the 


black Impiety. Drunkenneſs and Whoring, 


Luxury and Extravagance, Vanity and 
Pride, In- Nature and Detraction, Slander 


7 and 
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and Calumny, Irreligion and Blaſphemy, 
never were more rife; And from the High- 
eſt to the Loweſt, in different Ranks and 
Degrees of Men, Treachery and Fraud, 
Rapine and Violence, Couzenage and Kna- 
very, mean-ſpirited Artifice, and ſelf. de- 
ſigning Intereſt, ſeem to meet with too 
univerſal an Approbation. As for pro- 
phane Swearing and Curſing, our Youth, | 
nay, our very Children, ſhall, uncorrected, 
curſe you to your Face. | 
O my God, with what flow-paced Ven- 
geance does thy Wrath proceed! and how | 
kind and merciful art thou to the Wicked 
and Undeſerving ! But for Fear all this 
{ſhould not be enough, we endeavour all 
we can, by Party Rage, to diſtract and 
divide ourſelves. Senſeleſs Names, and 
odious Diſtinctions, are ſtill kept up, and 
we proſecute one another with inveterate 
Rage and Malice, when perhaps, we all, 
or, at leaſt, the much greateſt Part of us, 
mean the ſame Thing. As I take it, the 
true Intereſt of England, the Welfare and 
Proſperity of the King, and the Liberty 
and Property of the Subject, the Encreaſe 


pf our Trade, and the Flouriſhing of our 
Manu- 


— 
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Manufactories, are what we all would be 
thought at leaſt to drive at: Let us but all 
join with Hand and Heart, and unani- 


mouſly purſue thoſe noble Ends, and we 


ſhall ſoon find our Happineſs to break in 
upon us, and as a Miſt before the riſing 
Sun, our ſenſeleſs Diviſions ſhall be ſcattered 
and diſpelled. Alas! What are Party-Dt- 


ſtinctions but Names invented by crafty 
Knaves, to keep Fools divided, *till, by 
that Means, they have an Opportunity of 
gulling them out of their Properties? 
| Attach not therefore yourſelves to any Par- 
ty, but ſteadily purſue the true Infereſt 


of your Country. Look upon the Man, 


not upon What he is called; ſee whether 
common Honeſty and good Morality ſhine 


in his Actions; whether his Religion is 


real and unfeigned ; if he is in any publick 
_ Employ, whether the true Intereſt of his 
Country, both in Church and State, be 
_ principally at his Heart; and when you 


find him anſwer in theſe Reſpects, he is 
worthy your Friendſhip, and, let him go 
under what Denomination he will, 'tis 
ſuch Men that muſt, and will, be the 
Support of England, and her ſureſt Help 
2 1 
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in Time of Trouble. On the other Hand, 


that MAN Who is of a ſneaking, diſhoneſt 


Spirit, who will, when a fair Opportunity | 
offers, defraud and circumvent his Neigh- 
bour, or even cheat the Publick ; that 


Man, who in a publick Capacity, is of ſo 


narrow a Soul, as to prefer Gold to the 
Good of his Country, and is ready to ſacri- 
fice the Intereſt of thoſe for whom he is 
concerned, for a Place at Court, or for the 
Sake of ſome other ambitious View; who 
will ſtick at nothing that is diſhoneſt, and 
makes a Jeſt of Religion ; that Man, tho? 
he were called a Saint, be ſure to avoid 
him; and you will readily, I believe, bear 
me witneſs, how prejudicial ſuch Perſons | 
muſt needs be to publick Credit too. 
I can't cloſe this Head without obſerv- 
ing to you, how much the Church of 


England has lately been rent by Schiſms, 


and divided by Hereſies; Even her own 


Sons have forſaken her, and thoſe that have 


eat of her Bread, have laid great Watt for her: 
The Doctrine of the ever-bleſſed and ado- 
rable TRINITx, fo ſtrenuouſly maintained 
by her in her Articles and Canons, have 
been attack d with more than Arian Sub- 


tilty; 
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tilty ; the comprehenſive Doctrine of SK. 
CERITY AT LARGE, has been inſiſted upon, 
on purpoſe to puzzle the Minds of ſincere 

Chriſtians; and CHuRcH AUTHORITY has 


been declaimed againſt by thoſe who had 


at that very Time, the immediate Exerciſe 


ol it from this very Church, and when 
they have been advanced to higher Sta- 
tions and Dignities, have held them in 
direct Oppoſition to their new. laid Scheme. 
With reſpect to ſuch Perſons as theſe, wha 
openly contend againſt the fundamental 
Doqcrtrines of Chriſtianity, and yet wait at 

the Altar, well may our Church make her 
Complaint in the Words of the Royal 


Pſalmiſt, Pſ. lv. ver. 12, 13, 14. It was 
not an open Enemy that hath done her this 


Diſbonour, for then ſhe could have born it 


5 | 


neither was it her Adverſary that did magnify 
himſelf againſt her ; for then peradventare ſhe 


would have hid hor: ſelf from him : But it was 


even you, my Companions, my Guides, and my 


ſweet familiar Friends. But what ſhall we 


ſay ? or what remains to be done, but for 


every one of us to take theſe Things into 


{ſerious Conſideration, and to remember 


well, that though God is flow to execute 


his 


F . 45 SS”, 
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his Vengeance, yet he will not always 


reſtrain his hot Thunder- Bolts; his Arm 


ſhall one Day be made bare, ac] dreadful 
Lightnings ſhall proclaim his Coming ; 
bis Soul ſhall depart from us, and we ſhall 


be deſolate, a Land not inhabited, unleſs 
we endeavour, by a ſincere Repentance, 
to turn from our wicked Ways, and amend, 
and ſtrive, as much as in us lies, to heal 
our Breaches and unite our Diviſions: O 
then! if the terrible Vial of God's Wrath, 
fo ſignally poured out upon the ſtubborn 
and unrelenting Jews, or the fatal Conſe- 


quences of our own domeſtick Feuds and 
Enmity, can prevail upon us, let us all en- 
deavour to walk worthy of the * Vocation with 


which we are called, with all Lowlineſs and 
; Meczkneſs, with Long- ſuffering, forbearing one 


another in Love, endeavouring to keep the Unity 
of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, that we may 

be one Body and one Spirit, even as we are called, 
in one Hope of our Calling, one Lord, one Faith, 


one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who 4 


above « all, and through all, and in . all, 
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1 whom, with the Son, and the Holy- 
Ghoſt, Three Perſons, and One ever 
bleſſed God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all Might, Majeſty, Power, Dominion and 
Authority, henceforth ana for evermore. 
AMEN. 


De END of SERMON II. 


The Duty of Chriſts Minifters, and 
the Offence by ſome taken at their 
Doctrine, conſidered. 
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An I therefore become your Enemy, be- 
FT I tell you the Truth ? 1 5 8 


HE "Text contains a Gurtes 
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put by St. Paul, to thoſe tooliſh 
| Galatians, who had lately heark- 
ened to the Suggeſtions of ſome 


evil Teachers, who were for 


impoſing upon them the whole Burden of 
the Jewiſh Yoke, and perſuading them, that 
to be true Chriſtians, and Goſpel Converts, 
they muſt ſubmit to Circumciſion, and per- 
form an exact Obedience to the Law of 


Nager . And ſo deep- rooted was this Error 
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70 The Duty of Ferm. III. 
in their Minds, that it had almoſt choaked 
the good Seed ſown by St. Paul, and very 


much prejudiced them againſt their once 


darling Apoſtle. They of whom he bare 
Record, that, if poſſible, they would have plucked 
out their own Eyes for him, ver. 15. were 
now ready to object againſt his Infirmity in the 
Fleſh, ver. 13. and were very fond of ex- 


changing the ſound and orthodox Doctrines 


that he taught, for the more modern and 
upſtart Notions of thoſe, whoſe main End 


it was to ſeparate and divide them from 
| the true Flock of Chriſt: They look now 


upon the Apoſtle with an evil Eye, and are 


extreamly jealous and ſuſpicious of what- 
ever he undertakes to perſuade them either 


to believe or to practiſe; This unuſual Shy- 
nels and awkward Diſpoſition of theirs, 


could not but be taken Notice of by the 
Apoſtle, and therefore, revolving in his 
Mind thoſe great and ſolemn Truths for 
which CAN IST JEsUs dyed, and which 


they had formerly by him been acquainted 


with, but were now ready to {werve from; 
he would know of them, whether upon a 
freſh, and more open, and clear Manifeſta- 
tion of them, they were ſo abandoned of 


all 
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all Senſe of Vertue and Religion, or of their 
own eternal Happineſs or Miſery, as to 
think him their Enemy for making known 
to them the Truth and the Light, and faith- 


fully paving the Way to their Happineſs 
both here and hereafter : Am I therefore be- 
come your Enemy (lays he) becauſe I tell you 
the Truth? A Queſtion that could not fail, 


ſurely, of its due Weight and Efficacy, Whol 8 | 


urged by the Authority of an Apoſtle! And 


I could wiſh (my Chriſtian Brethren) that 


there were no Occaſion for Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters, now-a-Days, to ask the ſame Que- 


ſtion ; bur ſuch is the captious Temper of 
the Age we live in, that the Preachers of 
God Word ſhall be cenſured for a faithful Diſ- 


charge of their Duties; their Doctrines ſhall 


be toſs'd to and fro, and ſcann'd by idle 


Minds, and whatever thwarts the reign. 
ing V ices and commanding Impieties among 


us, is too often look'd upon as an cli, 
Reflection upon particular Perſons, and the 
Prudencè of the Preacher is called in Queſti- 


on, when he endeavours to turn the Wick- 
ed from their evil Ways. The modiſh Vices 
and genteel Impieties of the Age ought (it 


ſeems) to be paſſed over with a regaedleſs 


Eye, 
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Eye, for fear of giving Offence to the Great 
and Mighty. The Men of Egure muſt be 
ſuffered to lin ſecurely, and go on in the 


broad Path to DeftruQion, without any 
Contradiction: But how then do we watch 


over your Souls? Was the Prophet com- 


manded to cry aloud, and ſpare not, and did 
the Apoltle rebuke ſome ſharply, that they might 


be ſoand in the Faith? and ſhall not we, the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, ia Compliance with 
the Apoſtolical Inj unction, be inſtant in Sea- 


ſon, out of Seaſon, and with all Boldneſs reprove, 
_ rebuke, and eæhort, as they that muſt give 


an Account? What is it we have to fear? 


Shall the Frowns of the Vicious be put in 


Competition with thoſe of the angry Judge 


at the laſt Day? Or ſhall we courageouſſy 


diſcharge our Duties, in telling the Wicked 


of their Ways, and by that Means clear 


ourſelves in the Eyes of God, that we may 

not in the End be aſhamed before Men 
and Angels? By God's Grace, this ſhall 
be our Reſolution, and this our Labour in 


the Lord. To convince you of the Neceſhty _ 
of this our Conduct, J (hall from the Words 


of the Text lay before you ; 


-Þ irſt, 
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F irſt, The Nature of our Duty, and the ſtrict 
Injanitions the Holy Scriptures lay upon Us of 


the Clergy, Faithful ly to One our e 


Function. 


Secondly, From hence I ball ds deduce the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of any Perſons being offended or | 


taking this ill at our Hands. 


Thirdly, and Laſtly, I ſhall give you ſome 
Directious how to avoid raking * at Us or 
dur e 


Firſt, As to the Nature of our Duty, "tis 
of the higheſt Honour and Importance, 


that God, who at ſundry Times, and in 
_ diverſe Manners, ſpake to our Fore-fathers 


by the Prophets, has, in theſe latter Days, 


made himſelf known by his So; that Son 


made choice of Twelve Apoſttes, to preach 


to the World the glad Tidings of Salva- 


tion; thoſe Apoſtles deputed and ordained 


their 3 Succeſſors, from whom, thro? 
a long Succeſſion, the Miniſters of Chriſt 


have to this very Day continued, and ſhall 
do ſo to the World's End. Our Buſineſs 
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is to be burning and ſhining Lights in our 


Generation, 70 lighten the Paths of thoſe that 
ft in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death, 
and to guide their Feet into the Way of Peace, 
The Depravity of human Nature, ever 


ſiace the Fall, made it very neceſſary, that 
there ſhould be Guides to conduct us in 
the right Way : They were appointed by 


God himſelf, under the different Diſpen- 
{ations of the Law and the Goſpel, and 


by him inſtructed and qualified to per- 


form their great Office: Hence aroſe the 


holy Viſions of the Prophets, and the di- 
vine Precepts of the Apoſtles; and hence 
it is, that good Men, in all Ages, have 
been more eminently dignified and diſtin- 
guiſhed, and by being made Partakers of 
a double Portion of God's holy Spirit, were 


ſet apart to miniſter in holy Things: God 


did not leave us in the Dark, to direct our 


Feet in the thorny Fachs of true Reli- 


gion and Virtue, but has appointed us re- 


verend and holy Guides, to conduct us in 


our Journey to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
We have faithful Paſtors that are to watch 
over our Souls, to warn us of approaching 


Danger, to comfort us in Tribulation, and 


the 
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the Hour of Diſtreſs, and to furniſh us 
with proper Aſſiſtances in our Chriſtian 
Warfare: And ſo neceſſary is all this to 
our being good Chriſtians, that St. Paul, 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, Cap. x. 14, 
15. in a beautiful Climax, asks, How any 
ſhould believe in him, of whom they have not 
heard? And how ſball they hear (ſays he) 
without 4 Preacher? And how ſhall they 
preach, except they be ſent ? People can- 
not be ſuppoſed, you ſee, to hear and re- 
ceive the engrafted Word, without it be 
made known to them, and that too, by 
thoſe Perſons who have a peculiar Com- 
miſſion and Authority to teach them. To 
ſhew you of what Moment and Concern 
our high Vocation is, our dear Redeemer 
has told you, that he that deſpiſeth us, deſpi- 
ſeth him, and he that deſpiſeth him, deſpiſeth him 
that ſent him. Very honourable ſurely then, 
muſt our Employment be, when the leaſt. 
Affront offered to us, is taken as if aimed 
at the bleſſed Jeſus, and every vile Re- 
proach that we are loaded withal, ter mi- 
nates in the Lord of Life and Glory. Con, 
ſider this, ye prophane Scoffers at holy 
Things, ye that love to ſpend your idle 
e + Wit 
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Wit and Raillery upon God's Miniſters : 
If their venerable Employment will not 
ſhelter them from your Arrows of Detra- 
ction ; if their ſound and primitive Do- 
Trine, cannot reſtrain your licentious 
Tongues ; if their exemplary Lives and 
Converſations, their painful and hearty 
Endeavours after your Welfare, and all the 


Charms of Uprightneſs and Integrity, can- 


not move you, think who it is your pic- 
quant Mirth reviles, and againſt whom 
your pointed Malice is directed; thin 
what Vengeance ſhall be ſhower'd down 


upon your devoted Heads, by Him who 


is Omnipotent, and dwelleth in the higheſt . 
Heavens. There will come a Time, when 


the Servants of the moſt high God, that 


ſhew unto you the Way of Salvation, 
{hall ſee their Enemies recompenſed ac- 
cording to their Deſerts. And as our Em- 
ployment is very honourable, ſo is the 
faithful Diſcharge of it, of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to Us, as well as to You : We know 
the Terrors of the Lord, and therefore 
we perſuade Men, If you look into your 
Bibles, you will find the Paſtoral Care 
urged with all the winning Motives of an 

all. 
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all. merciful God, and the Neglect there- 
of expoſed to the angry Denunciations of 
his eternal Wrath and Vengeance. We 
are to watch over your Souls; how? As 
thoſe (my Brethren) that muſt give an 
Account, and that not a careleſs or ſlight 
one neither, for, as far as I can find, your 
Blood ſhall be required at our Hands, and 
if we be either afraid, or aſhamed to tell 
the Sinner of his wicked Ways, he ſhall 
periſh in his Tniquity, as a juſt Re- 
ward due to his Tranſgreſſion; but for 
his guilty Soul, for want of a previous 
Warning from us, dreadful and ſevere ſhall 
our Account be another Day: We are 
to watch in all things, to endure Afflictions, 
to do the Work of Evangeliſts, to make full 
Proof of our Miniſtry, to ſtop the Mouths 
of unruly and vain Talkers, to rebate them 
4 ſbarply, that they may be ſound in the Faith- 
We are commanded to {peak the Things 
that become ſound Doctrine ; in all Things 
to ſhew our ſelves Patterns of good Works, 
in Doctrine, Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, 
found Speech that cannot be condemned; that 
they whoare of the contrary Part, may be 
aſhamed, as having no ill Things to ſay of 
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78 The Duty of erm. III. 
us: We are to ſpeak as the Oracles of Gods 
and commending our ſelves to every Man's 


Conſcience in the Sight of God, to preach 


not our ſelves, but Chrift Jeſus the Lord, 


and our ſelves your Servants for Teſus's 


fake. And all this we are commanded 


to do at the Peril of our own Souls: For 


This it IS, that we are ſeparated from 
the World, and ſequeſter'd from all {e- 


cular' Employments, that we ſhould be 


the more at Leiſure, to watch the many 
ſubtle Deſigns of your ſpiritual Enemies, 
and the better able to manage thoſe Wea- 

pons of our Warfare, which are not car- 
nal, but mighty, thro! God. We can do 


nothing againſt the Truth, but for the 


Truth, and are bidden to uſe Sharpneſs, 
according to the Power which the Lord 
hath given us, to your Edification. We are 
| Nat to ſeek to pleaſe Men, for if we pleaſe. 
Men, we ſhall not be the Servants of Chriſt. 


Theſe are the expreſs Words of holy Scrip- 


ture concerning Us and our Duty: What 

think you then? Is it not more than a 
little unhappy for us, to be evil thought 
of, for a right Diſcharge of our Duty? 


When we are commanded to ſpeak, muſt 
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the Boldneſs of the Goſpel Preacher be 


ſunk into an inglorious Silence? Or, ſhall 
we, with the Apoſtles and primitive Chri- 
ſtians, when they were forbid to preach 


Chriſt, return for Anſwer, Whether it be 


right in the Sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye ; for we cannot 


but Jpeak the Things we have ſeen and heard ? 


I truſt this ſhall be our Anſwer; and, I 
hope in God, this our Perſeverance unto 
the End (however thought of here) ſhall 


be amply rewarded hereafter. 


1 proceed now, in the Second Place, to 
ſhew you from hence, the great Unreaſon- 
 ableneſs of your taking Offence at us, for the 


faithful. Diſcharge of our Daty, 


Vader which Head, I cannot but obſerve 
to you, how much you degenerate from 


Chriſtianity by this Behaviour : There is 


that inherent Turpitude in Vice, that it 
always loves to put on a Mask of Virtue; 
and however wicked the World in gene · 
ral is, few care to be thought ſo: This 
Diſpoſition, I perceive, is too prevailing, 
even amongſt thoſe that call themſelves 


ee tor which Reaſon, when the 
Preacher, 
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Preacher, as in Duty bound, cries aloud; 
and ſpares not ; when he tells Jacob of their 
Tranſgreſſions, "lf lays before the Houſe of 
Iſrael their Sins, immediately the conſcious 


Sinners are alarm'd; every one imagines 
himſelf to be parricalarly aimed at, and all 
our Denunciations of God's Judgments in 
general, are perſonally applied, and each guilty 
Soul, by too great an Affectation of being 


thought Innocent, betrays, perhaps, his 
Crime; and if his Shame works in him a 


_ godly Sorrow, and Repentance not to be re 


pented of, well it is; but, alas! few Inſtan- 


ces do we find of this kind : That Diſ- 
courſe that would make even a Felix trem- 


ble, will meet with no better Succeſs than, 


G0 thy Way for this Time, when I have a more 
convenient Opportunity, T will ſend for thee 
again: Many of ours now-a-days, I fear, 
meet with much worſe; and ſome are 


grown {o very wicked, that, truly, it they 


daon't like the Doctrine, that is, if it thwarts 
their vicious ee they are reſolv'd 


they will hear the Miniſter no more; ſo 


far worſe than Felix, that they never wiſh 


for another Opportunity, but ſit down re- 
ſolved not to be troubled any more with 
ungrateful 
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ungrate ful Subjects, but to go on in an un- 
interrupted State of ſinful Security; nay, 
perhaps, fo far will their Malice tranſport 
them, that the holy Men of God ſhall 
ſometimes be reviled, and the faithful Mi. 
niſters of Chriſt, ſhall, either by private 
Grudge, or publick Upbraiding, be made ſen. 
ſible of their impious Reſentments. And ſo 
let it be, for herein is our Glory, and this 
our great Joy and Comfort, that we re- 
joice to do the Will of him that ſent us. 
Our Buſineſs is to combate the Prince of 
Darkneſs, and, as much as in us lies, to 
deſtroy his Domiajoa ; ; and, tho? one 
Part of our Work conſiſts in laying down 
the rational Grounds of Chriſtianity, and 
1 endeavouring to convince the Minds and 
Underſtandings of Men, how reaſonable our 
Service is; yet I muſt not forget to tell you, 
that the other and the more conſiderable 
Part of our Labour is, to endeavour to eradi- 
cate thoſe Luſts and Paſſions that are con- 
tinually warring againſt the Soul; for 
What avails a lifeleſs and dead Faith Is 
To believe the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
and not to practiſe its Precepts, is fo far 


from being of any real Service to us, that 
L it 
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it were better for us never to have heard 
_ of the Name of Chriſt, than having heard, 


not to depart from Iniquity. T queſtion 


not, but many of you believe as you ought, 
but is your Practice accordingly ? Th 


that believeſt the Commandments, dareſt 


thou commit Adultery ? Are the ſublime 
Truths of the Chriſtian Religion readily em- 
| braced by thee, and yet doſt thou live at 
Enmity with thy Neighbour ? Or art thou 
guilty of any one habitual Sin, that i is in- 
conſiſtent with a regenerate State? If you 
be, *cis our Duty to tell you of your Dan- 
Z ger, and as we tender our own Souls, as 
well as yours, to warn you to flee from 
the Wrath to come: Aſſure your ſelves 
the Notions that ſome would fright. us 


with, of being thought too warm in the 


Palpir, ſhall never deter us from the due 
Diſcharge of our Duty: Can we be too 


forward in the Cauſe of our dear Re- 
deemer ? Or can we be too zealous, when 
the only End we aim at, is to fave our 
own Souls, and the Souls of thoſe commit- 
ed to our Charge? In purſuance of which 
laudable End, we ſhall never, I hope, be 
wanting, in 2 1 the Sinner from his fa- 

tal 
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| tal Lethargy; we ſhall always be ready with 


the Prophet, to pronounce a ſolemn Woe 

againſt the Drunkard; to tell the Whore- 

mongers and Adulterrs, that God will judge 
them ; to let the Coverous know that God 
abhors them; and if there be any other 


reigning Sins, that deſerve to be taken 


particular Notice of, we ſhall free our o n 
Souls, by letting you know the Danger of 
yours. The black and dark Night ſhall never 


ſcreen the Harlot from our Animadverſions; 


nor {hall the Skulking Sodomite be paſs'd 7 


cover in Silence, when his flagrant Impie- 


ties demand the juſt Vengeance of an en- 


raged God. What an Anſwer, do you 


think, we ſhall have to make at the great 
Tribunal, when the guilty Souls ſhall, with 
 wringing Hands, impeach us before the 

divine Majeſty, and lay it at our Doors, 
that they are doom'd to eternal Miſery ?_ 

When they ſhall cry out aloud for Juſtice to 
be done upon us, in that we did not warn 
them of their imminent Danger, and with 
unavailing Sighs and Groans, reflect upon 
the Poſſibility there might have been (up- 


on ſuch Warning) for them to have eſ- 


caped the Take of Fire and Brimſtone? 
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Our Anſwer then muſt be, that we were 
afraid to ſpeak to them, and aſhamed to 


tell them of their Faults, for fear of giving 
Offence; and the high Station they were 


in, in this World, had more Influence up- 
on us, than the Obligations we lay under 
to the Diſcharge of our Duty : How far 
this Plea will be allowed, I need not tell 


you ; all I can aſſure you, is, that it ſhall 


never be made, if it be in my Power to 


prevent it. I hope we of the Miniſtry 


{hall never want Courage, and Conſtancy 


to go on in that Good we have begun. 


And that you, whom we are ſet over 


to inſtruct, may be brought to a better 
Mind, give me leave, in the Third and Laſt 
Place, to lay before you ſome uſeful Di- 


reQions, by following of which, you may 
avoid taking Offence at us, and our Mi- 


F niltry. 


III. And in the firſt Place, let wot Sin 


reign in your mortal Bodies, ſo as to obey it in 


the Luſts thereof: It's a ſhrewd Sign of 
Peoples not being as they ſhould, when 
they are ready to fret and be angry at 
the Reproof of thoſe Vices, to which they 


are 


8 
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are conſcious they themſelves have been 


moſt addicted. If God's Judgments fall 


heavy upon ſuch Sinners, better certainly 
they ſhould be told of it here, than burn 
for ever for it hereaſter; the Way is for 
them to keep themſelves innocent, and 
then they need not fear being «fronted 
When they are not at all concerned; but 
when the guilty Bluſh ariſes, and their Con- 
ſciences fly in their Faces, chen it is that the 
Devil puts them upon finding Fault with 
the charitable Caution, and their inward 
Guilt makes them ſnarl at the unpalatable 
Truth. The good Chriſtian, that goes on 
with a comfortable Aſſurance of the Fa- 
vour of his heavenly Father, can Oy 
hear the Terrors of the Lord, Is he in 
married State? He is conſcious to himſelf 
of no Injury done to the Wife of his Bo- 
ſom, and for that Reaſon is not afraid of 
that Judgment, that ſhall inevitably fall 
upon the Pate of the ſly Adulterer. Are his 
Circumſtances plentiful, and his Revenues 
great? His Charity fhall be ſure to be dif- 
fuſive, and his indigent Brother ſhall al- 
ways be ſenſible of his Beneficence. Ia 
like Manner, in whatever Station Provi- 


dence 
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dence has placed him, in all, he acts the 
Chriſtian, and ſo live, as he is not afraid 
to die: His Sins don't ſtare him in the : 
| Face; and as he lives peaceably, he is ſure | 
to die comfortably. Thus ſhould ye be- 
have your ſelves, and this would be an 
effectual Method to hinder your taking 
Offence at theſe DoQrines of the Croſs, 
which if we preach not unto you, Woe Is 
unto us, and to our Generation. 
Secondly, T.et me adviſe you not to be 
over-haſty, in paſſing raſh Judgments upon 
whatever Diſcourſes you ſhall hear: Tis an 


Humour too prevailing in the World, to 


be prejudiced againſt particular Perſons, | 
and every one makes himſelf a Judge of 
the Performance of a Miniſter, not con- 
ſidering whether he be qualified for ſuch 
Judgment or not. The Manner and Way 


of handling divine Truths, may, perhaps, 2 


be very different in one to what it is in 
another; but from both, you may, if you 
pleaſe, reap great Profit to your Edification, 
and your Buſineſs is to treaſure up in your 
Minds as much as you-can, for your Soul's 

Health, not regarding the particular Nice- 
ties in which ſome may be ſuperior to 
denen 
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others. You may, with due Attention, 


reap great Benefit from any; and certainly 
the arduous Employment that we are con- 
cerned in, ſnould make you take in good 
Part, even weak Endeavours, and not re- 


ject the kind Aſſiſtance of the meaneſt 
Labourer in the Vineyard: *Tis a Labour 
of Loye that we are concern'd in, and 
great is the ſacred Depoſirum committed to 
our Charge; for we watch over your Souls. 


"Thirdly, and Laſtly, To all this, let me 


earneſtly beg of you to come to Church 
with Hearts and Minds duly prepared, 
with humble and contrite Spirits, which, 


in the Sight of God, are of great Price ; 
for, to the Pride of the Heart, I fear, it is 
owing, that ſo'many Offences are taken ; 
this makes too many appear at a Sermon, 
not becauſe they take themſelves to be con- 
cerned in it, but to criticize upon the Diſ- 
courſe, and, according to their giddy Fan- 


cies and wild Determinations, give a Cha- 
rater of the Preacher. In the mean Time, 
every good and humble Chriſtian is heartily 

taken up in lay ing hold of what is good and 
| profitable for his own Soul, ang lays up in 


bis | 
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others. You may, with due Attention, 
reap great Benefit from any ; and certainly 
the arduous Employment that we are con- 
cerned in, ſhould make you take in good 
Part, even weak Endeavours, and not re- 
je& the kind Aſſiſtance of the meaneſt 
' Labourer in the Vineyard: *Tis a Labour 
of Loye that we are concern'd in, and 
great is the ſacred Depoſitum committed to 
our Charge; for we watch over your Souls. 


_ Thirdly, and Laſtly, To all this, let me 
_ earneſtly beg of you to come to Church 
with Hearts and Minds duly prepared, 
with humble and contrite Spirits, which, 
in the Sight of God, are of great Price; 
for, to the Pride of the Heart, I fear, ir % 
owing, that ſo many Offences are taken; 
this makes too many appear at a Sermon, 
not becauſe they take themſelves to be con- 
cerned in it, but to criticize upon the Diſ- 
courſe, and, according to their giddy Fan- 
cies and wild Determinations, give a Cha- 
racter of the Preacher. In the mean Time, 
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vice to him in his ſpiritual Intereſt. Thoſe 
angry Denunciations of God's Wrath and: 
Vengeance to be poured out upon all hard- 
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'  ened Sinners, are no other than hat every 
f pious. e finds in his Bible, and what 
the ſame Bible, under the ſevereſt Penal- 
ties, injoyns God's Minifters to denounce; 
j and! therefore it ſhould be the Buſineſs of- 
every one to keep himſelf innocent from 


theſe great Offences, and, with all Meekneſs + 
to receive the ingrafted Mord, which is able to 
make them wh unto Salvation, * 


E ieh Java thet 11 8 Foe may: 
happily attain unto, God of his infinite + 
Mercy grant, for the Sake of our dear 
Tera and Saviour, Jeſus rk Aukx- 5 
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